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historical fatalism, from whose explicit implications they shrink
and which they sometimes deny, is at the core of their approach
to history. Like all fatalism it cannot be supported by any
evidence, but it can be held in the teeth of any evidence mar-
shalled against it. The position is irrefutable because it does not
risk anything by venturing specific predictions. It represents
the triumph of metaphysics over empirical method in the study
of history.